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ANOTHER  CHURCH  LOST-  On  Jan.  9  o(  thi*  yaar.  Chinaaa  authoritias  bfouQht  dcwvn  Tha  GoW- 
an  Lampatand.  an  avangalical  Oinatian  chtirch  in  tha  city  of  Linfan  in  Shanxi  province.  Tha  GoMan 
Lainpatand.  homa  to  a  raponad  60JOOO  mambars.  was  destroyed  two  days  after  the  last  Roman 
Catholic  church  in  tha  city  was  demolished.  Qovammera  officials  sHagsd  Tha  Golden  Lampstand  did 
not  have  tha  proper  paperwork  in  place.  AN  churches  in  China  must  ba  govammam.approved  or  face 
destruction.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Chirta  Aid) 

Religious  cestrictionsjise 


IWA8HMQTON  (BR  and  local 
reports)  —  Religious  restzio- 
tkiiis  coadiiue  to  spreaddoballv 
aareflectedinthePetyKiBaeaicn 
Center’s  ninlfa  annual  study  ot 
anii-rriigioa  kora  and  aodel 
boatiHties  in  198  countries. 

Focty-two  penznt  of  the  ootm- 
tries  in  the  survey  caoked 
or  vety  Ugb  on  Fi^s  scale  of  re- 
stricticiiia,  up  from  aoN  in  2015 
and  agN  m  Hie  baeeMne  study  pe¬ 
riod  of  aooy,  Pew  repotted. 

*SiiKe  some  of  tbeae  coun¬ 
tries  ate  amaaa  the  world's  most 
populous  (sum  as  ddna  and 


IndfaiX  this  means  that  a  kqe 
share  of  the  world’s  ptmubfiaii 
in  aoi6  —  SsN  —  livu  m  ooun- 
triis  wUi  fai^  or  vsiy  hi^  reli¬ 
gious  tsstrirtkms,*  Pew  mkL  as 
compared  to  79X  of  the  wand’s 
populatiati  ttvi^  in  those  coun¬ 
tries  in  aois 

However,  the  study  painted 
oat  that  wim  rdigiouB  mmotttes 
bearingtbebnaitaftheieatiic- 
tjonamharaMinrnt.theachMl 
ptonocliaaofHiewatiifspocula- 
tioa  that  la  ifiecSed  by  levcis 
Of  tAgam  restrittiw  may  be 
coMMara^  lower  than 


In  spite  of  the  ranldngi  and 
variables,  reBgious|y-motiTated 

llTxiMlnir  sivt  wTrlrrintw  of 

varying  amounhi  weic  taported 
in  187  of  the  countries  stud¬ 
ied.  That  findfaig  ia  up  from  169 
countrieB  in  2015,  and  indicates 
the  moat  widespread  hataae- 
ment  sinoe  2007. 

Rmldnff  are  based  on  a 

MdS^indJ^iaw^poli- 
deA  ttid  adioua  by  nflimli, 
which  inereaaad,  ana  bosdHHas 

—  wauTtacnow  or»  p.  a 


Rainer:  SBC  must  change  course  to  survive 


;  JMXSON.  tM.  (SpactaO- 
Qua  to  poatel  ragdsBoni 
[  #tetlnRThaB<paaiRKercl 
k  to  50  upuas  per  VM 
t.  news  jaamel  U  not  puMthed 
I  on  tw  wtehi  Hurt  Nioiude 
I  tha  Independsnoa  Bey  hob-  f 
I  day  and  tha  obaarvanoe  o(  ^ 
'  Chilelnias  Day.  Htua.  thaia'  - 
vwN  ba  no  oaua  of  Tha  Bap-' yS 
tisi  Raoonl  nwrt  weak- Thir 
next  Btua  wNI  ba  datad  July  ^ 
12.  The  daadina  for  tubn|j|gte| 
ling  n«wi  items  tor  VM 
issue  IS  July  5.  The  ed\*<t!^ 
ing  dsstRns  has  passad.  Tha 
staff  of  Tha  Bapbsl  Racord 
would  fha  to  thank  tha  lovaf 
raadars  tor  thair  support  of 
Mkisxripfii  Bspbsls'  mnstry 
of  information,  and  with 
eitoryone  a  Heppy  Fourth. 


DAUAS  (BP  and  local  lu- 
porta)  —  la  the  Soolhem  Bap- 
dat  Conventioo 
(SBC)  dyfate? 

Attendees  at  the 
L^W»  Chris¬ 
tian  Reioutcee 
breakfrtet  during 
the  SBC  annual 
meeting  in  Dal¬ 
las  a  couple  of  RAMOl 
weeks  ago  may 
have  been  surprised  to  hear 
lifeWay  President  Thom  S. 
Rainer  say,  *Yes.* 

‘Hight  now,  the  SBC  is  on  a 
tnjectety  cf  dedine  and  slow 
death,*  Rainer  told  a  pacM 
room  of  1.100  peo^.  He  dted 
the  recent  Annual  Church  Profile 
that  showed  a  dedine  in  mem- 
benhip  for  the  nth  consecutive 
yev  aM  a  drop  in  baptisms  ft^ 
eight  of  the  last  to  yeare.  *.* 


Iliings  have  to  chai«, 
Rainer  told,  noting  that 
Southern  Baptists  can  main¬ 
tain  their  theology  while 
adapdite  their  methodology. 

‘lifeWay  people  bear  me 
say  three  wotda  more  than  any 
others:  Change  or  die,*  Rainer 
■aid.  *We  ke^  God’s  Word  as 
our  unchanging  foundation 
but  vre  must  diange  how  we 
do  things.* 

Rainer  maintained  that 
‘miniatiy  is  harder  now  than 
it  used  to  be.*  In  the  peat,  be 
said,  chotches  could  grow  by 
drawing  in  nominal  Chris¬ 
tians  as  there  waa  still  a  cnl- 
tund  benefit  to  church  atten¬ 
dance. 

*That  is  no  longer  the  case,* 
be  said. 

Many  churches  tightly  jet- 
’fisoned 'a  'programmatic  'ap¬ 


proach  to  evangelism  but 
nOed  to  replace  n  with  an)’- 
thlng  else,  Bainer  asserted. 
‘Instead  of  faaching  out,  they 
became  inward-fbenaed. 

Yet  Rainer  was  optimistic 
■boot  the  future  as  ne  spoke 
at  the  breakfast  with  Jona¬ 
thon  Howe,  director  of  stra¬ 
tegic  inhiodvea  at  UieWay 
and  co-host  of  the  Rainer  on 
Leadership  podcast 

Rainer  noted  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  peraonal  evangMism 
in  seeing  a  denominatioiial 
renewal,  including  among 
pastois  and  church  leaders. 

‘'The  wtj  to  turn  things 
around  is  if  evej^  member 
every  church  wiD  answer  the 
call  of  the  Great  Commission 
and  say,  ‘Here  am  I.  Send 
me,’*  he  said. 


SBC  search 
chairman: 
Speculation 
unfounded 

NASHVIUJE  (BP  and  fo¬ 
cal  raportal  —  Ihe  search 
committee  dioiged  with 
nominating  the  nest  ptesi- 
dent  of  Hie  Soutbem  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  Bsecutive 
Committee  in  NashviUe  'has 
not  begun  to  look  at  names 
yet,*  and  ‘oiqr  speculation  or 
sodal  media  poM  abont  who 
w«  may  nominate  is  Just  that 
speculation.* 

That’s  according  to  an 
iqxlate  releaaed  June  20  ad¬ 
dressed  to 
SBC  EsecuHve  P 
Committee 
memben  and 


by  tearch.  com- 


to  that.  Page  served  oa  in- 
terto  pastor  of  First  Church. 
JfAckno- 

BwoRonl  also  told  fisecu- 
Hve  Ocanmittee  members  in 
the  update,  *When  we  are 
prapaied  to  offer  a  name  fix 


'  M#  lUUNCR  p  6 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


disfellowships 
Georgia  church 


OAUAS  (Bn  -  The 
Soatbem  Bnrtist  Con- 
veaCon  (SBC)  Executire 
Cc  mmittee  disfeOow* 
»b  a  Georgia  church 
ip~  alleged  'iotentioiial 
dijcriminatonr  acts  to- 
wiird  indivknialt  baaed 
so 'eiy  on  the  color  of  their 
skin,  according  to  a  rec- 
onunendation  adopted  at 
thr  Executive  Committee 
m  ietlng  June  ii  In  Dd- 
lat  before  the  start  of  the 
2(  i8  SBC  annual  meet- 
in^^n^day. 

Raleigh*^te°ia«r^^ 
AlbaOT,  Ga.,  the  Execu¬ 
tive  (fommittee  acted  ad 
interim  on  behalf  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  stati^  tk  con- 
grention  'does  not  pres¬ 
ently  meet  the  definition 
of  a  cooperatinc  chu^ 
under  Article  lu  [of  the 
SBC  Constitution]  and 
that  messengers  from 
the  church  should  not  be 
seated  at  meetings  of  the 
Convention  until  such 
time  as  the  church  de- 
clara  repentance  for  Its 
actions  and  takes  appro- 

ventioa." 

Outgoing  Executive 
Committee  chairman 
Steifiten  Bumnuige  told 
Baptist  .^esa,  ^South- 
em  Baptists  are  not  only 
on  record  but  stroi^ 
committed  to  stan^Sg 
aninst  radam  and  pr^ 
udioe,  and  if  a  chunm 
stands  for  racism  and 
prejudice  then  they  do 
not  stand  with  uS  and  we 
do  not  stand  with  them.' 

According  to  writ¬ 
ten  background  material 
provided  to  Executive 
Committee  member^ 
Raleigh  White  —  a  small 
congregation  compris¬ 
ing  predominantly  se¬ 
nior  adults  —  invtted  a 
predominantly  African 
American  congregation 
about  three  years  ago  to 
share  its  space  but  su^ 
sequently  experienced 


conflict  with  that  con- 
gegatfon.  New  Seasons 
Church  of  Albany. 

The  conflict  'report¬ 
edly  came  to  a  head  in 
March*  after  two  yean  of 
escalating  tension,  when 
New  Seasons  visiton  in¬ 
advertent^  arrived  at 
the  shared  focility  during 
Raleigh  White’s  home- 
comiu  service  and  were 
tumea  away,  according 
to  the  backpound  mate¬ 
rials. 

*A  daughter  of  one  of 
the  visiton  asked  to  use 
the  restroom  and  report¬ 
edly  was  t(fid  she  could 
use  the  convenience  store 
down  the  road,’  the  re- 
portstated. 

Ihe  Georgia  Baptist 
Mission  Board  (GBMB) 
and  the  local  MaUary 
Association  both  tried 
unsuccessfully  to  medi¬ 
ate  the  conflict  between 
Raleigh  White  and  New 
Seasons,  according  to  the 
background  mate^ 
Mallaty  Association 
withdrew  fellowship  from 
Raleigh  White  Church  on 
^ril  3,  and  GBMB  sent  a 
'.kMlaS^iAgsfl  ^'informing 
the  edagregation  it  was 
no  longer  affifiated  with 
the  Georgia  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention. 

' '  AnExecutive Commit¬ 
ter  staff  member  con¬ 
tacted  individuala  aware 
of  the  situation  at  Ra¬ 
leigh  White,  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee's  admin- 
istntive  committee  was 
told  dnriu  the  June  u 
meeting.  'Those  contacts 
conflrmed  reports  about 
Raleigh  White  fimn 
the.  association  and  the 
GBkB. 

Disfellowshipplng 
Raleigh  WUte  'was  the 
right  decision  for  us  to 
make,*  said  Rummage, 
pMtor  of  Bell  Shoals 
Church  in  Brandon,  PI., 
but  “it  is  always  a  sad 
decision  to  m^  vdien 
we  withdraw  fellowship 
from  a  diurch.* 


'Southern  Baptists  are  not  onlyixtjBcord 
but  strongly  committed  to  standing  against 
racism  and  praiudice,  and  if  a  church  stands 

for  racism  and  prajudica  then  they  do  not 
stand  with  us  arKf  do  not  stand  ^vith 

them.' 


Oetgoleg  BxoeiMleo  CesMiilttM  eiieinsMN 


Alliance  Oetanding  Froodom 


Supreme  Court  deals  another 
blow  to  homosexual  demands 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
port)  --  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
ntovided  a  promising  directive 
June  25  in  die  ongoing  effort  by 
business  owners  to  practice  theu 
feith  corivictioiia  at  woric 
The  justices  issued  an  order 
^  anmiBed  K  Idwer-couit 

cm  Baptiat  who  ocduiM  to  deaign 
flowers  for  a  same  tex  weddii^ 
order  aim  mstructecT  the 
Waahington  Supreme  Churt  to 
recoDslaer  ita  previous 
against  Stutzman  in  light  of  US. 
Aipteme  Court  justices'  June  4 
optniou  in  fevor  at  a  Colondo  cake 
artiat  who  refused  to  deifen  and 

decorate  a  cake  in  celebn^  of  a 
xldfaMoftwomen. 

In  mat  7-2  dedafon,  the  na- 
tioni  high  court  ruled  the  Colo¬ 
rado  Civi]  Rfehta  CommiaBion 
violated  the  reffioua  free  exerefee 
dKiie  of  the  iTa  COnadtiition’s 
Pint  Aiocndmeot  md  demoo* 
strated  in  its  action  'religious  hos- 
tiUty*  toward  Jack  Phffl^  owner 
of  Masterpiece  Cakeahop  in  tub- 
urban  Denver. 

Ihe  Southern  Buitist  Conven- 
tioa’s  Ethics  k  Rslkious  Libeity 
Commission  fERLQ  in  Nssh- 
ville  applauded  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court's  latest  action  on  the  ianie. 

"We’re  encouraged  that  the 
Supreme  Court  decided  to  give 
BarTooeDe  a  new  day  in  court,* 
said  Travis  Wussow,  ERLC  vice 
preaideiit  of  public  policy  and 
general  counau. 

’Throughout  the  ptoeem  In 
Washington  stale  court,  Barro- 
ndrt  rinoerely  held  relkioiw 
beiiefe  were  treatad  with  nekher 
rweet  nor  d%nlty,' Wuaeow  told 
Bapw  Prcaa  in  written  comments. 

^  one  ahould  be  pvnflahed  by 
the  court  for  Us  or  her  rdigioui 
beiiefe,  and  we  look  forward  to 


contmidiig  to  support  BarroneUe 
m  her  case.' 

Supporten  and  opponents  of 
Shjtxman’s  appeal  offered  vastly 
dttfereot  views  of  the  hi^  couiVs 
order. 

Krirtm  Waggoner  of  lAniaiice 
Itaidthe 


ington's  S^iremeCourt  to 
uate  its  ruling  agalMt  Stutxman. 

Washington  Democfatic  At- 
toniey  (lenerri  Bob  Ferguson’s 


efforts  to  pnoith  Jack  niiDips  and 
Masterpiece  Cakai'  “  ‘ 
mid  in  a  June  25 
confetence. 

The  Washington  court  should 
tecogniaeiakeeffeigwiththeMaa- 
terpieoe  dccisioa  that  *bostiBty  to¬ 
ward  per^le  of  feith  hm  no  pi^  in 
our  society,*  she  srid. 

Waggoner,  senior  vice  president 
of  AOKuLS.  lenl  divisio^  argued 
on  behalf  of  PlMps  and  his  sliop 
before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

The  radicaDy  pro-LGBT  Human 
Rights  CanuM^  (HRC)  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.CX,  downplay^  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  order. 

Tte  UJ.  Shqueme  Court  'did 
net  indicate  there  wm  anythiiw 
wrong*  with  the  Waahuigton 
court  tdedsfon,  HRC  Legal  Dnec- 
tor  Sarah  Warbelow  saidln  a  mit¬ 
ten  statement. 

*{T]bere  is  no  indication  that 
mere  were  flaws  in  the  application 
of  dvu  rights  law  in  [SMxman's 
case}.  We  view  this  dedaion  at 
encouraging  news  that  iiiatioe  win 
prevair  and  the  Waamngton  Su- 
pceme  Court  win  tfiain  uphold  the 
Mate's  laws,  abe  predict^ 

ADF,  vdiich  abo  represents 
Btutxmaii,  axpeeta  flic  WfobiiK- 
tOQ  Simrsne  Court  *10  fwlow^De 
few,*  Waggoner  said.  If  ft  does 


not,  ADF  will  return  to  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  for  a  final  mlinx. 
shestresaed. 

State  laws  anfixourt  rulings  — 
and  especially  the  UB.  Supreme 
Court’s  2015  legalixation  ot  same 
lex  marriage  —  have  brought  in- 
tanae  preawre  on  Cbrisfiana  and 

“wiagB  IB  oily  hdweeiiT  man 
anda  woman. 

This  has  been  especudb’  true 
in  the  wedding  bunness  where 
florists,  cake  diiilnicrB,  phoiQgia- 
phem  and  others  nave  been  sued 
fijT  declining  tniiae  their  talents  far 
same  sex  weddings.- 
In  Stutxman's  case,  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Supreme  Court  afiSrmed  in 
2017  a  lower-court  decision,  find¬ 
ing  the  UB.  Supreme  Court’*  2015 
niBilg  mat  lenlixed  tame  sex  mar¬ 
riage  means  dsdiminatiaa  TiMed 
on  tame  sex  marriage  coortitutes 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  orienLrtion.* 

9tutzin4.v  had  served  Robert 
Ingersoll,  a  aJI  s-.vrci  Lomo- 
senial,  lor  nearly  10  years  and  had 
beconw  friends  wfth  torn.  She  also 
had  hired  homosexual  employees 
at  her  shop,  Arlene’s  Flowers. 

When  InxeraoU  asked  her  to 
design  the  llowers  for  his  2013 
wedding  to  Curt  Freed,  Stutxman 
told  him  she  could  not  because 
KSing  her  artiatic  abOity  to  take 
part  m  the  ceremony  woidd  vio¬ 
late  her  beiiefe. 

She  referred  him  to  other  flo- 
riits  in  the  area  who  would  pro¬ 
vide  flowers  for  the  wedding  but 
Feigi^  as  well  m  the  ACLU 
on  behalf  of  IngeisoU  and  Freed, 
sued  stiitiRiikfefk 

StutanKi  told  reporters  on  the 
newt  oonfcfeiM.»  gmI  dw  Is  "very 
frsnidul  and  griSihir  the  hkfa  court 
has  allowed  hfg  case  to  cootoie 

.■—Si,'’ 


2B.  30f» 


3 


Uton  fMdiMted  wMi  the  evohi- 
tion  of  aD  llie  pR-weddhig  events. 
It  used  to  be  that' you  would  hear  about 
*  ““VP**  *"^■8*'*  P*ople 

would  see  them  and  see  dK  and 
oon^jiatulate  them  and  wlsfa  d>em  wen, 

just  m  the  notmal  course  of  life.  Soon  the 
oou^  would  set  a  date  and  evoybody 
would  start  making  plans  far  the  weddiw 
itsdf.  Iben  things  tiM  a  shift  and  pe(q>le 
darted  having  engagement  parties.  Once 
they  get  ennged  mey  have  a  party  to 
anpounce  mat  thgy  are  engmg^ 

there  have  been^  pm^Sanent 
parties.  I  suppose  in  time  we  wm  prob¬ 
ably  have  a  *We're  Thinking  About  Get¬ 
ting  Rngayd*  party.  I  can  envision  we 
may  even  have  a  *We’ie  IhinkhK  About 
Dating'pa^. 

AH  Of  this  change  in  the  weddmg 
process  got  me  to  minking  about  funer- 


■— HawioKWnmcBeipia 


M  tin  aapSwawionfosjMwiwya.  W5  «.  part  «!■  Menu 
.  Vies  BuhapSafo.ndWIuii  afg.  cad  601-292-1210,  er 

wvw  Snsaaha<a  lsB>wvl|IWng-6fat  SawSfiiing  fpour  *mna.dm*a:* 
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A  Pre-Funeral  Fellowship? 


been  dead,  whom  he  raised  ftom  tile 
dead.  There  thev  made  him  a  siqipeT;  and 
Martha  served:  but  Laxarus  was  one  of 
them  that  sat  at  the  table  with  him.’ Isn't 
that  great?  They  ate  going  to  have  a  big 
tecraa^aorus  is  aHve.  He  was 

The  wonderful  tiling  about  that  K 
there  it  a  post-funeral  feSowsh^beutt 
prepared,  planned,  and  win  be  canM 
out  far  all  of  God's  peo^  Reveirtion 
20:6  says  it  tins  way, ‘Blessed  and  holy 
is  be  that  hath  part  in  tile  first  resurrec¬ 
tion;  on  such  the  second  doth  hath  do 
power  but  they  shall  be  priests  of  God 
aodof  Qirist,  And  shiO  reign  with  Hnn  3 
thousand  years.’ If  s  the  great  gatherii^ 
of  God's  pei^  who  have  come  to  know 
Jesus  as  Savior  and  Lord.  Everything  is 
beiix  prepared,  made  ready,  and  all  we 
need  to  do  is  to  know  that  we  know  JesiM 
as  our  Savior  and  Lord. 
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FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  VICKSBURG 

Reaching  ‘over  and  above’ 


Daniei  C.  Hall 


ExecuHvB  Director,  MBF 
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with  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  in  December  2016. 

Prefereocc  for  awards  from  this  endowment  are  given  to  active 

members  of  First  Baptist  Church  who 

are  attending  a  Baptist  college  or 

university  in  Mississippi,  or  a  Southern 

Baptist  seminary.  In  June  2017,  Mark 

established  a  second  scholarship  with 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 

that  has  a  primary  focus  on  students 

who  are  active  members  of  the 

Bovina  Baptist  Church  in  Vicksburg. 

More  recently  (December  2017), 

Chaney  established  a  third  endowed 

scholarship  with  the  Mississippi 

Baptist.  Foundation  designed  to 

mwurage  a  misdonal  ^us  ..lifPHiHHHB 

students  FBC  uai  the  Warren  ^^ark  Cfta 

Baptist  Association  who  are  pursuing  a 

degree  in  an  agricultural-related  field.  In  addition  to  these  three 
recem  scholarships,  however,  Mark  also  made  an  investment  in 
the  Beulah  Baptist  Church  in  Newton  County  with  an  “over  and 
above”  gift.  Mark  stated,  “The 
focus  is  not  on  TO  but  rather  on 
the  Lord  who  has  blessed  me.” 

Early  in  his  ministry, 

Buckles  understood  that  “a  call 
to  preach  is  a  call  to  prepare.” 

Not  only  fit>m  his  experience 
of  seeking  and  receiving 
training,  but  also  firm  his 
observation  of  the  experiences 
of  others  who  sought  to 
become  equipped  for  ministry. 

Matt  has  seen  time  and  time 
again  that  scholarships  work. 

“I’ve  seen  young  ministerial 
students  who  were  struggling 
to  buy  bo<^,  or  put  gas  in  the  car  to  go  to  class,  or  meet  some 
family  needs,  be  blessed  by  Baptists  who  cared.” 

Buckles’s  first  encounter  with  the  Mississippi  Bapt^ 
Foundation  involved  the  establishment  of  a  scholanhip  find 
and  occurred  many  years  before  his  ministry  at  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Vicksburg.  While  serving  at  ^y^ama  Bapto 
Church,  Matt  teceiyed  a  call  from  a  chuKW  mem^ 
expressed  her  demeto  Bstablish  a  scholarship  MihifttMIMW.' 


Scholarships 

Although  several  schoiarsh^  fiia^*  ^ 
to  Matt’s  arriv|l  at  First  Baptist,  the  nuaiber  of  thtse  education 
hinds  has  doubled  during  his  tenure.  Encouiuged  by  the 
generosity  and  focus  of  the  FBC  congregation.  Matt  ofiised 
“We  celebrate  that,  we  highlight  h,  we  give  GoJ  gkiiy  fi)t  it, 
and  we’ll  just  keq>  adding  to  h.” 

Through  s  planned  gift  initiated  in  1980,  Aiioiew  and  MtQ' 
Jones  Puckett  established  the  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hardy  Jones  Memorial 
Scholanhip”  in  memory  of  May’s  parents.  This  sds  ilaniiip  became 
active  in  1997  and  is  directed  to  F^  Vicksburg  fu-  distribution  to 
either  Mississippi  College  or  William  Carey  University.  Preference 
for  awards  are  given  to  students  who  ate  majoring  ai  music  and  are 
preparing  for  a  church-related  vocatioa 


Testament,  Henry.  Pullen  made  provisions  tc  bless  students 
preparing  for  vocational  ministry.  When  Henry  was  “called 
into  higher  service”  with  the  Lord  in  1988,  the  “Henry  C. 
Pullen  Sdytiitffhip  Fund”  was  established  with  the  Mississippi 
,Bl^tntV(nAiteion  by  FBC  Vicksburg. 

In  Auguri  2012,  Ernest  and  Camille  Thomas  established 
the  “Geofige  Randle  Thomas  Memorial  Scholarship”  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  in  memory  of  their  son.  As  longtime 

members  and 
supporters  of  FBC 
Vicksburg,  Ernest 
and  Camille  desire 
to  Mess  students 

^  whose  pattern  of 

life  hews  witness 
to  Jesus  Christ 
by  reflecting 
Christ-like  ideals. 
This  particular 
scholarship  has  a 
primary  focus  on 


"A  call  to  preach  is  a 
call  to  prepare.'...  I've 
seen  young  ministerial 
students  who  were 
struggling  to  buy 
books,  or  put  gas  in 
the  car  to  go  to  class, 
or  meet  some  family 
needs,  be  blessed  by 
Baptists  who  cared.’ 

Buckles 


Camine  and  Ernest  Thomas  _ , _ 

•cave  nanDCTS 

of  FBC  whose 

academic  pursuits  include  business  administratkn,  accounting, 
liberal  arts,  engiiieering.  or  education. 

The  Chaney  femily  has  a  rich  beritaga  ofsaaking  Kingdom 
investments  that  are  “over  nd  above”  their  ongoing  gifts  to  their 
church.  Following  the  death  of  his  wife  Kathryn  in  January  2016, 
Mark  established  the  “Mai(k  7.  Oiaaay  Family  Scholarship” 


i)V!  .^JiABOVE 

FBC  VICKSBURG» 


watched  the  conversation  (and)  listened  to  what  was  going  on, 
I  realized  up-close  and  personal  that  this  is  how  the  Mississinti 
Baptist  Foundation  worics,  and  this  is  why  it  (MBF)  is  so 
critical  to  the  life  of  the  Convention  and  the  Kingdom  of  God.” 

Recalling  that  estperienue 
years  later.  Mall  realized  that 
be  had  been  a  beneiiciaty  of 
a  scholarship  similar  to  what 
had  been  established  that  day 
Wesson  between  his  church 
member  and  the  Mississippi 
Bqitist  Foundation. 
asserted,  ”And  so  it  became 
a  conviction  ofmine,,as  I  had 
opportunity,  to  encourage, 
inform,  teach,  challenge,  and 
resource  church  members  so 
they  can  continue  to  do  this.” 

Buckles  shared  that  First  B^st  has  many 
members  who  not  only  see  great  value  in  Christian 
education  and  theological  training,  but  who  also 
understand  the  privilege  and  responsibility  to  invest 

the  resources  entrusted  to  them  1^  God  in  Kingdom- 

building  endeavors  such  as  our  Baptist  educational 
institutioas.  He  eoocluded,  ”We  don’t  believe  we’ve 
ever  doae'emuilL  We  need  to  continue  to  do  more.” 


■  are  distributed  by  the  Foundation  to 
FBC  for  the  benefit  of  loial  and  global 
mission  efforts. 

Debra  and  Tom  Isaac  are  active 
members  at  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Vicksburg,  Mississippi  where  the 
couple  teach  Sunday  School  and  assist 
with  local  mission  endeavors.  Debra  grew  up  at  First  Baptist 
Church  with  her  fiunily  during  the  I960’s  and  70’$.  After 
finishing  her  educati«m  sa  MisstseIppI  State.  Debra  estabHshed 
her  career  in  human  resources.  Debra  and  Tom  returned  to 
Vicksburg  in  2001  to  join  the 
family  business. 

Through  to 

help  others,  Debra  and  Tom 
established  the  ”Debta  and 
Tom  Isaac  Acts 
F und”  through  the  Mississippi 
Baptist 

Earnings  from  this 
endowment  not  only 
provide  financial  blessings 
Baptist’s  preschool, 
children,  and  youth  ministries,'  ^ 
resources  also  will  be 

available  for  future  missimi  Debra  and  Tom  Isaac 
and  ministry  opportunities. 

Believing  that  God  speaks  to  us  through  His  word.  Debra 
and  Tom  cite  1  Chronicles  29:14  as  a  frivorite  verse:  “Bui  who 
am  /,  and  who  are  my  people,  that  we  should  be  able  to  give  as 
generously  as  this?  Everything  comes  from  you.  and  we  have 
given  you  only  what  comes  from  your  hand.  " 

Throughout  his  years  of  ministry.  Dr.  Buckles  has  observed 
that  “there  are  Baptists  in  the  pew  who  have  dollars  and  they 
want  to  do  more  beyond  their  tithe  and  the  local  church.”  He 
testified  further,  “It  is  very  rewarding  to  our  congregation  to 
know  that  we  have  these  dollars  invested  with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation... and  (we)  receive  a  lot  of  dollars  to  put 
back  in  God’s  Kingdom  work  (both)  local  and  global.” 


In  additiou  to  the  various  scholarship  endowments  established 
with  and  administered  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  on 
behalf  of  First  Baptist  Church,  the  Foundation  also  assists  FBC 
with  several  mission  and  ministry  endowments.  One  of  these 
funds  is  the  “FBC  Endowment  Fund”  that  was  established  by  the 
congregation  in  October  1994.  The  proceeds  from  the  investment 
of  the  endowment’s  corpus  are  dis^buted  annually  by  FBC  Cor 
mission  and  ministry  opportunities  including  World  Missions 
(focusing  on  International,  North  American,  and  Stme  Missions), 
Christian  Higher  Ethication,  the  Baptist  Children’s  Ullage,  and 
rtlMr  unbodgeted  ministry  needs. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  “FBC  Endowment  Fund,” 
members  of  the  congregation  have  invested  in  their  church, 
by  leaving  a  perpetual  legacy  of  love  and  influence  through 
this  special  endowment  in  a  variety 

■  of  ways  such  as  outright  gifts, 
charitable  trusts,  gifts  of  stocks,,  or 
as  a  bcqilest  through  their  Last  Will 
and  Testament. 

The  “J.E.  Blackburn,  Sr. 
and  Thelma  Blackburn  Memorial 
Endowment  Fuitd”  was  established 
through  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation  is  January  2016  by 
members  of  the  Blackburn  frunily. 
Specifically  designed  to  support  the 
missions  and  ministry  efforts  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  the  earnings  from  the 
_  investment  of  the  corpns  of  the  ftmd 


Thelma^IlKl^m 


Naw  Churcfi  Starts 

la  FebnMiy  2013, 

First  B^itist  Ckordi 
established  die  ‘Tlcw 
Onach  Start  Fancr 
wMi  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation. 

The  purpose  of  this 
endowment  is  to 
provide  funding  for 
the  establishment  and 
support  of  new  churches 
with  whom  FBC  will  be 

a  mission  Pvtnm.  Wth  Vicksburg,  preaches  at  a  service  of  the  young  church, 
resources  from  the  New  city  Light  Is  one  of  the  new  church  starts  First  Baptist 

Church  Start  Fund,  FBC  Vicksburg  has  been  able  to  encourage  and  support  with 

Vicksburg  has  provided  funds  provided  through  endowed  gifts, 
financial  assistance  to 

churches  in  Vancouver.  BC,  Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans, 

LA,  and  in  their  hometown  of  Vicksburg. 

According  to  Matt,  “Our  First  Baptist  Charcfa  Missions 
Council,  up  until  2012,  would  try  to  find  a  penny,  nickeU 
a  dime,  a  dollar,  here  or  there  to  fund  our  lo^  and  global 
missions  efforts."  During  that  time,  a  church  member 
posited  “wouldn’t  it  be  nice”  if  the  church  could  invest  a 
sum  of  money,  such  as  $25,000,  with  the  resultant  earnings 
designated  to  underwrite  the  Missions  Council’s  efforts  to 
provide  supplemental  financial  blessings  for  new  churches. 

BucUes  continu^^  “Later,  a  famer  in  ow  church  came  to  see 
me  in  the  Titc  pan  of  me  year  alter  t5e  farming  vras  overrflSey 
said,  ‘we’ve  had  a  good  year  financially.  We  would  like  to 
give  the  church  some  extra  money.’  Over  and  above.  So  they 
handed  me  the  envelope,  1  opened  it  up  and  found  a  check  for 
$25,000.”  This  generous  couple  expressed  their  desire  to  be 
part  of  creating  the  New  Church  Start  Fund  in  order  to  help 
fuel  First  Baptist’s  missional  efforts. 

Today,  the  FBC  Vicksburg  New  Church  Start  Fund 
has  grown  to  over  $150,000.  Whereas  in  earlier  years,  the 
Missions  Council  would  have  to  search  for  $50  to  $250  for 
various  projecu  aimed  at  strengthening  new  churches.  FBC 
now  receives  checks  for  thousands  of  dollars  to  bless  young 
churches  from  this  special  endowment  managed  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation.  Buckles  has  observed  a  ripple 
effect  among  the  congregation  as  members  become  aware  of 
what  can  be  done  through  this  type  of  giving. 

Investing  for  Yotir  Ctnircli 

Matt  Buckles  acknowledged  that  the  decision  made  by  FBC 
Vicksburg  to  utilize  the  resources  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  to 
manage  ftmds  on  behalf  of  the  church  “just  makes  sense,”  not 
only  because  of  the  Foundation’s  expertise,  but  also  because  of 
their  shared  motivation  and  purpose  tW  extends  “from  the  pew  to 
the.pulpit  to  the  foreign  mission  field.”  Buckles  further  affirmed, 

“they  are  equipped  to  do  this. ...  An  individual  Mississippi  Baptist 


pastor  or  staff  member  or  deacoa  or 
Snaday  Scbool  teacher  or  lay  leader  or 
asember  of  the  dnreh  doesat  have  to 
dig  ieSo  an  of  this.  Wbhave  aa  agency 
that  handles  this  for  us.  We  joat  have  the 
convktioa  to  give  the  monies  that  God 
wants  us  to  give,  and  let  (the  Foundation] 
help  us  do  aU  the  hard  work.” 

,  Many  other  Mlaaiasippi  Baptists 
have  invested  in  tbefr  church  through' 
the  Mississippi  Bqitist  Foundation  in  a 
manner  similar  to  members  and  friends 
of  First  Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg.  In 
addition,  many  other  churches  utilize 
7f  ttw  young  church.  the  money-numagemeqt  services  of 
h  starts  First  Baptist  .  the  Mississippi  Bqidst  Foundation.  To 
age  and  support  with  this  end,  the  Foundation  administers 

mission  fimds,  scholatdtip  funds, 
building  fimds,  cemetery  tun^  capital 
improvement  fimds,  contingency  funds,  and  funds  for  a  host  of 
odier  miecial  purposes  such  as  church  playgrounds,  libraries,  and 
age-group  ministries. 

Since  his  first  introductioo  to  the  Foundation,  Matt  indkated 
that  he  has  learned  that,  “There’s  a  difference  in  secular  investing 
and  spiritual  investing.  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation’s  great 
woikis:  from  a  q>irituai  stam^int... from  a  Kingdom  standpoint, 
they  ‘get  h.’”  Therefore,  ‘Ve  don’t  have  to  spend  time  telling 
them  what  a  Sundqr  School  is,  or  whm  an  International  Mission 
Board  or  Norfri  American  Mission  Board  is  or  the  importance  of 
a  cemetery  fund... (because)  they’re spirituai  k>veBloB,«and  we , 
don’t  hesitate  to  jom  themln  what  ffiey  are  (king'^  Mls^ssl^i 
Baptists  and.. .God’s  work  in  the  world.” 

Located  near  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Vicksburg,  Mississippi  has  been  a 
beacon  of  help  and  hope  for  over  175  years. 
Under  Matt’s  leadership,  this  congregation 
has  demonstrated  a  continuing  and 

growing  Kingdom  influence  by  practicing 
individual  and  corporate  stewardship.  Since 
1943,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
has  ministered  alongside  of 
hundreds  of  churches  who, 
like  FBC  Vicksburg,  are  helping 
to  bring  Mississippi  and  the 
'  world  to  Jesus. 

The  psalmist  declared, 

“...that  the  generation  to 
come  might  know. ..even  the 
children  yet  to  be  bom,  and 
they  in  turn  would  tell  their 
children  ”  (Psalm  78:6).  As  “laborers  together  with  God,” 
your  friends  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  look  forward 
to  helping  you  and  your  church  reach  “over  and  above”  in 
order  to  make  Christ  known  to  all  generations. 
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Have  fim  with  cryptogra^y  and  exereiie  your  BO>k 
knoudec^pe.  A  Rnm  ,/aneef  Verrsfon  BBdr  uersr  has  basn  en- 
eodsdbvIe^auMimrion.  ThesamekOeritsubeiitKUd 
throuf^iaut  Ike  puttk.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
hat  wed[:S  puadt:  Ikatkew  05:34 
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The  Baptial  Rsoord  is  piesssd  to  pubtah 
nsws  and  pholograptis  at  apacM  avsnis  ttwt 
taka  plaoa  *1  oooparahno  churches  of  the 
MMsaippi  Baptist  Cotwantion.  News  dams 
and/or  photographs  dapkAig  banafiti  and 
activitiea  tor  aacutar  or  oulsida  oroanizations 
wW  not  ba  pubkahad. 

Pmtarrad  nwthod;  newt  may  be  submittad 
alactionicaBy  to  the  email  addraae  below,  and 
imjal  be  indwdad  m  the  maaaaBa  aagmant  of 
an  emad  form.  Sacondary  madicxl:  news  may 
ba  typawrittan  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11 -inch  paper  and  madad.  At  arhctaa  muat  be 
recaived  in  wnhng;  no  arbclaa  vmH  ba  aooaplad 
over  lha  telephone.  Due  to  eyarpraeeni  inrua 
Ihrtats.  no  laM  attachments  wN  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachmama  in  JPC6  format  are 
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who.  what.  whan,  whara  datada  of  fha  atoryi 
atong  witfi  a  oortact  person's  address  and 
wnefMWjne  nurnov. 

Photographs  must  ba  submittad  alartionica8y 


vis  omad.  as  attaohmsmt  m  JPEG  fatmat.  Hard 
cogy  phodagrapha  maBad  through  the  poatal 
aandca  wHi  not  ba  aeaaiflad.  Photogngha 
muM  be  deer,  dierp.  and  wadlightad.  Photo-  O 
graphs  muat  depict  psopla.  No  landacape-.  budd¬ 
ing-.  or  obiactonly  photographs  wdl  ba  prirtsd. 
Photographs  containing  awppiopnato  gaahirai 
and  ohiaeliarMble  ckahing  wdl  nu  ba  puMshad. 
Cad  phone  photographs  and  other  low  raaohdion 
itams  that  do  not  raproduoa  wad  on  newsprira 
are  ganaraay  not  pubkshabla. 

Thera  is  no  guararraa  that  news  dams  aind/ 
or  phmographa  wdl  ba  pubkahad.  and  unaotcilad 
material  wdl  not  ba  acknowladgad  or  ratumad 
Ad  nraws  Hama  am  aubiact  to  addsig.  wkI  dl 
phoSographa  ara  tubiact  to  cropping  News  issmt 
and/or  phcBographa  can  ba  putdiatiad  one  idiw 
onty  Oaedkia  tor  aubtUnina  news  iaarwvMak 
(Star  to  raquasHd  pubtcahon  data  Anidaatwt 
ate  nc4  dalaeandlive  wdl  ba  pubkahad  on  a 
toaraaiisidda  basB.  Thaaa  guidalnai  ara  nu 
meant  to  ba  adiauativa 

Submit  Bawa  to  The  BapliBriitojud.  P.O.  Boa 
B30.  Jaokaon.  kK  BBSOBOBaO.  PaX  (601)  282- 
3330.  E-mad:  baphabacoiifiribUjoro 
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Valued 


afapled  inboai  fset  becMMeof  addUhood 
*So  King  David  had  Idm  hcot^ 
hw  die  bouM  of  Machir  eon' af  Amid 
in  Lo-debar,*  2  Smaid  9:5  (C^  When 
Mepfaibodiedi  met  David,  he  dMM^  great 
hfwnagrbyfcHingonhiehce.  ‘ 

David  told  Mqihiboahedi:  ‘*1  am  your 
KTv  ant,' ... ‘Dcai\  be  afndd,' ... ‘amce  I  in¬ 
tend  to  abow  jnu  kindneaB  fcr  the  sake  of 
your  Mier  Jonadian.  I  wiO  reatote  to  you 
an  of  your  grandftther  SauTa  Adda,  and 
you  wQl  ahi^  eat  meab  at  my  tdble,*  2 


hii  bow  and 
tai  bdt,’  1 
Samud  18:3- 
4(HCSB). 

The  cove- 
nant  between 
David  and 

JonatbannotonlyiiKfaidedthemindMdu- 
a^r  but  aiaopeomiaed  loving  earn  far  tfadr 
deaoendama.  1  Samud  20^2  (HCSB)  aaya 
it  tUa  way:  ^  in  peace,  far  we  have  awom 


to  eliminate  them.  We  need  to  look  at  the 
B3)liGal  leconi  to  underatand  the  dncedty 
of  Kbk  Daviifa  iotent  to  “diow  idndneaa  im 
Janatnan’aaake.' 

Ctoe  of  greateet  atoriea  in  aB  of  fautoiy 
ia  about  the  whokaome  committed  friood- 
dnp  between  David  and  Jonalbaa  We 
know,  about  daa  friendafaip  60m  the  in- 
spM  Bibiica]  record.  To  underatand  die 
uniqueneaa  of  tUe  fiieodiiim.  we  need  to 
remoober  that  Jonadian  ia  m  b^  mpar- 
ent  to  Ktog  SauTs  tfar^  and  not  inogyii- 
Aca^  Kiik  Sanl  choice  for  hie  suooeaaor. 
David  bad  abiudy  been  anointed  by  God’a 
choaen  Prophet,  .Samitti,  to  aucceed  Saul 
on  Israers  throne.  (The  atory  of  Samud 
anointing  the  yoi^  man.  David,  aa  the 
next  kmg  is  faimd  in  1  Sanaid  15.) 


Ui  table  did  provide  A  oouDk  of  GhttBeuBB 
ix  Mephiboflheth.  But  King  Ds^rnS^ 
provided  far  dioaetoa  Idepfaiboahedibad 
a  youM  aon.  Mica,  who  nem  to  be  caied 
far  and  the  ndds  that  Kiti^  Dadd  leatoted 
to  Umalao  needed  to  be  cared  far.  Sotbe 
King  made  2^  and  all  Ua  bouaebold  aet^ 
vants  to  Mepoibasheth  andtfaeywereaa- 
ataned  to  manage  SauTs  fieida  and  can  far 


family  vna  atS  living  and  be  knew  of  a  sole 
aurvbor  faan  the  family,  Jonathan’s  son, 
MephSMSfaetfa.  The  servants  name  wm 
^a  and  he  bad  apparmtfa  been  a  trusted 
faa^  tanking  servant  in  SauTs  court  be- 
canae  he  had  multiple  wives,  15  sons,  and 
20  servants  of  bis  owa 

told  IQng  David  that  Jonathan’s  aoo 
wasinlo-ddwratthehouseofMacliir.  Lo- 
ddar  was  a  non-Isnwlite  town  east  of  the 
Sea  of  GdOee.  It  was  a  town  as  far  from  Da¬ 
vid’s  leadi  as  possible.  Mephiboshetfaww 


peaccL  far  we  have  sworn 
eh  other  in  the  name  of 
,  The  LORD  is  whneas 
me,  and  between  }«ur 
^  descendants  faiever.' 
dandJonathanaiebe- 
rte.  Risaveiyeniotioaal 


What  Should  We  Do  Now? 


TV  Believers  immediacy  begm  to  The  'Bdieven  devoted  themelves... 
formacomnaaiity- amiwionil  communi-  to  prayer.’  Acts  2:42  ^11.  Many  neat 

BeBeven  ...^leveled  thwniflws  with  the  IMier.  On  moce  tbn  ooe  ooct- 

;  TT-u;  Uikc  l8:i-i4X  The 
said  tint  Beheveta  are  to  be 


2^2  (NLT).  When  I  waaacUid,  I  favedtc 
gotoefaureb; 
and  after  I 
accepted  Je- 
(a«a  7X 
there  war  an 
even  greater 
deaire  to  be 
with  other 
Christians. 

The  H(^ 

Spirit  places 
a  need  with¬ 
in  all  Believers  far  Christian  faflowahip. 

*-  ^  _ _ _  F 


PetCT  used  the  passage  from  Jod  and  the 
wTitings  of  David  to  oplain  the  Ufa,  death, 
and  reaunection  of  the  Lord  JeaiM  Chrnt 
(Acts  2:14-36).  ’Peter's  vrords  pierced 
their  hearts,  and  they  aaid...’Brodieta, 
what  should  we  doT' Acta  2:37  (NLT) 


*witfa  jcqr  and  gentroailv  -  an  the  while 
pnosing  God..And  eaA  day  the  Lord 
added  to  their  fcOovVahto  ftuee  who  were 
bemg  saved.'  Acta  nnfo-Aj.  KACH  DAY! 
What  a  revival  that  would  be!  To  see  souk 
saved  and  Uvea  dunged  -  OAILYl 
Can  you  and  I  hope  to  see  that  kiiid  of 
revival  and  feDowdi&?  YES!  But  thcR’a  a 
wioe.  We  must  be  wOUiig  to  lead  others  to 


Acte  21:3^41.  Leaad  odien  to  faHh 
and  gnnvOt  in  Chfiat. 

Peter  reaponded  by  caBing  them  to  re¬ 
pentance  and  Bdiever'e  haptiam.  Peter 
bad  dedaied  that  Jeaoa  was  die  Lord  and 
Messiah  that  Jod  and  David  had  spoken 
of  (Jod  2:28-32:  Psahn  16:8-11;  Psafan 
110:1)  Peter  told  his  Ustaners  that  they 
had  cnidfied  the  Lord  Jesus.  This  deda- 
ration  motivated  hk  Ikteners  to  actioa 
3,000  believed  and  were  baptfaed.  Acta 
2:38-41 

Acta  a:4a-45.  Siqiport  and  help 


encourage  one  another.  He  also  inttructs 
os  to  ’...motivate  ooe  anodier  to  ads  of 
love  and  good  works.’  Hduewa  10:24- 
25  (NLT)-  When  we  cease  to  faDowaiup 
with  other  Bdievets,  our  family,  we  lose 
counectioo.  The  reauk  is  often  dfasention 
and  negative  attitudes.  At  the  very  least, 
we  are  unable  to  encourage  othm  ana 
receive  encouragement. 


to  five  Hvea  diat  honor  God  and  point  to 
Chrid.  We  mud  worship,  and  share,  and 
^n^witfa  joy  and  generosity.’ Acts  2:46 

BanniahT  is  a  member  WoodvOe 
Church.  Woodufik. 


the  loss  of  enmloyment,  family,  ami  i 
prisonment.  u  the  United  Slates, 
aro  not  usually  persecuted  ibr  beoomi 


RAINER 

core,  from  p.  1 

•  Rainer  shared  bow  be  was 
called  to  peetor  a  rural  ehutch 
with  only  aaven  membera  that 
hadn’t  hapdaed  anyone  in  23 
years.  ’After  spending  weeks 
railing  d  these  people  for  not 


doing  anything  to  reach  odi- 
ers,  God  chaDengedme;  'Wto 
are  yiro  doing  personally?” 

Rainer  ma^  peraonal  evan¬ 
gelism  a  priority  and  started  to 
■ee  new  people  eoaae  to  Otrid 
who  theaTRacbed.  mote  naw 
people.  "Ihfa  dMuch  of  seven 
peo^  grew  to  a  church  of  70 


because  we  started  to  reach 
those  around  us.’ 

It’s  rural  and  neighbor¬ 
hood  churches  that  Rainer  be- 
Uevaa  wiO  give  the  fird 
of  whelhertoe  SBC  wa  sea  a 
turnaround.  ’If  we  sea  a  re¬ 
vived  interest  in  evangriism 
and  iftariplaahip  there,  we  will 


not  only  see  a  revived  denomi¬ 
nation,  we  will  see  revival  in 
our  country.’ 

Thd  oomea  from  church¬ 
es  reaching  their  local  com- 


Rainer  repeatedly  atresaed 
the  importance  of  the  local 
churcL  throughout  hk  presen¬ 
tation  and  in  answering  quea- 
doM  at  the  end. 

•Changt  hi  the  SBC  win  not 
ooow  from  the  denomiaation 
down  -  It  wO  start  with  the 
chnidua,’heaaid. 


I 


28.2M 


Accountable  •  2  Samuel  12:1-14 

AiMn^aAenadiDc^fcrthepoor  ■nefcodwtheiHtaflliefi 
^  DOTWita  ampacfaed  a  Ugh  niadw  jiatanadieriiMmbcraftbef 
jufioalflffioertDaadBaMaBicwHioe^  Ttm  a  Of  oouml  the 

■sanaooaantaftbeatwttbittookpiaoein  tfatahsnbltetl^iicABdi 


nifitpifti  iiiiMtinilni  ifin  T  iirwi  i1  ^iiH  Uai  IPtn '  about  hit  ifai  apte  God  wiifa  BaArixba 

K  Hole  die  filtle  ewe  lamb  aad  ‘‘IhenNadanieiiiedtoDmid.'Aiiddie  dm  read  the  devenifa  chapter  of  a  aanud. 

mlibiddieritaiidDfepareltto  Uxdhaatdn  away  yowdn;  von  wffl  not  2Samuelua7b(MIV)unmatiMdieee- 
t  While  he  wertr  n  tohnpeeaa  ile;*iaKnieli2:i3(cSBl  tenoea  of  dde  dupter  enlfa  renid  to  the 

he  dhhi^  want  to  ioae  any  of  David  Ihia  hit  aduheiy  need  fcr  fexstveneea:  *Bat  the  ddns  David 

enhielamflodL  with  »i«rtwt»»*w  and  the  murder  of  her  had  done  dbpleaaed  the  UMtD* 

Uofficiaratenaeafjueboeand  fanaband,Ucieii,waaadna|BinetGod.Al 

fcr  the  poor  wan  greadjr  »  ain  it  a  rMBon  anafaat  God.  In  the  saat  Hida  it  ottodationai  missions  di- 
kfa  li^NKNn  imhgnarint^  tfe  Ihthn  where  David  wrote  about  Ua  dm  rector  fitr  Jasper  AssodatioH  in  Bay 
id  that  the  aooadrel  ahouid  far  fcagbanaaa  of  Ma  ahi  with  Bethaheba,  Springs. 


What  Happens  Next?  •  Revelation  21:1-6 


In  thia  unit.  Why  Are  We  Here?,  we 
have  atudied  man’a  being  created  in  the 
iman  of  God  and  placed  on  earth  to  live 
in  MlnwahlB  with  Hiin:  man  ruining  a 
perfect  rdanonahip  with  God  bv  cbooa- 
to  tin;  man  receiving  God’a  Law  and 
bemg  unaide  to  practice  the  Law  in  an 
effort  to  reatoce  relatioiiahip;  God  tend¬ 
ing  Hia  oaihr  Son  to  reatote  man’t  fet- 
lowahip  wiu  God  and  eatohUtb  a  new 
covenant  in  man’t  heart,  whereby,  man 
mi^  live  and  aerve  God  and  othera. 
What  Happena  Next?  What  doea  God 
plan  far  the  future?  It  there  an  end  to 
me  gicle  of  birdi,  tin,  and  death? 

While  the  Apoatie  John  waa  exiled 
on  the  laland  of  Patmoa,  God  bieaaed 
Jdin  with  the  opportunity  to  aee  Heav¬ 
en.  The  Book  of  Hevriation  waa  writ¬ 
ten  during  a  time  of  treat  peraecution 
and  ‘tufi&ing.*  Revelation  1:9  (NIV) 
No  doubt,  John’a  letter  encouraged 
Bdfevera  to  continue  to  live  out  taw 
salvation  in  the  Lord  Jeaua  Chriat  Juat 
u  the  early  Chriatiana,  preaent  day  Be- 
Uevera  abould  be  encouraged  by  John’a 
revelationa  of  Heaven  and  Victory. 

Revelation  ai:t-s.  We  will  Uve 
in  Ood’a  prronii  t 

John  thia  chapter  with,  ‘Hhen 
I  taw  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth... 
I  heard  a  about  from  the  throne,  aay- 
ing,  ’Look,  God’a  home  ia  now  among 


will  ne  witn  tnem.  Revelation  aut-s 
(NLT)  Since  the  Garden  of  Eden,  man 
haa  been  haniabed  from  the  piqraical 
preaence  of  God.  We  are  taved  through 
belief  in  Jeaua  Chriat  (Romana  10:9- 
to):  we  communicate  wi^  God  throwh 
prayer  fHebcewa  4:16);  Jeaua  prnya  lor 
na  (Hebrewa  7:24-25).  Here  ia  Rev¬ 
elation  John 


r  e  p  o  r  t  a 
that  God 
win  dwdl 
among  Hia 
people.  Hia 
people  in- 
clu£^thoae 
of  ua  who 
have  been 
born-again 
and  await 

either  Hia  return  or  death  to  uaher  ua 
into  Hia  Dieaence. 

Revelation  airg-g.  We  will 
live  In  a  perfect  place. 

The  Apoatie  wTHea  Goift  own  Worda: 
*And  the  One  sitting  on  the  throne  said 
‘Lo(^  I  am  making  everything  newt...’* 
Revelation  21:5  (NLT)  In  verae  4,  John 
prodaima,  '...and  tibere  will  be  no  more 
de^  or  sorrow  or  crying  or  pain.  All 
these  thinga  are  gone  farmr.  Forever 
is  a  very  long  time.  That’a  why  the  new 


birth  ia  called  etemaL  Bdievera  will 
Uve  in  a  perfect  place,  in  thepresence 
of  God  and  our  Savior  Jeaua  Christ. 

life  Is  often  Wled  with  trials  and 
disappointinenta,  tragedies  and  dbas- 
tera,  sadness  and  loneUneas.  We  Uve 
in  a  fallen  world  where  the  Presence  of 
God  is  known  thtou||h  Hia  people,  but 
He  does  not  pfayafeal^  make  Hw  home 
hare.  The  kli^  of  If  eaaiah  that  was  ex¬ 
pected  by 
the  Jews 
will  exist 
in  the  new 
heaven  and 
earth;  He 
win  ah  on 


His  people. 

John  writes 

that  in  Heaven  there  is  no  need  far  ligfat 
such  as  the  sun  and  the  moon  '...for  the 
glory  of  God  illuiniiuites  the  dty,  and 
the  Lamb  is  its  Ught.*  Revelation  21:23 
(NLT)  There  is  no  tem|de  '...for  the 
Lord  God  AlmighW  and  the  Lamb  are 
its  temple.*  We  will  live  in  the  presence 
of  God  m  a  perfect  place. 

Revdatloa  ai:6-B.  Our  ctemi^ 
is  baaed  oa  oar  relatianslilp  with 
Chriat. 


*When  Jesus  had  tasted  it.  He  said^ 
'It  is  finiahedr  Then  He  bowed  Hia 
head  and  gave  up  Hk  spirit.*  John 
19:30  (NL'A  In  Ravelatton  John 
records  God’s  Worda,  *...R  la  finMiedl 
I  am  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega  -  the 
Begiiining  and  the  End.  To  aU  who  are 
thirsty  1 1^  give  fieriy  from  the  springs 
of  the  water  of  life.  All  who  are  victon- 
oua  win  inherit  all  theee  hleaainga,  and 
I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  wiune  my 
children.*  What  was  finished?  In  both 
inatanrea,  the  plan  of  aahatioo  was 
complete.  Jeaua  death  and  teaunection 
completed  God’s  plan  to  redeem  man. 
Who  win  Uve  in  thk  perfect  place  in 
the  presence  of  the  Living  God  and  the 
Lora  Jesus  Christ? 'AU  who  are  victori¬ 
ous...*  verse  7 

Victory  Cor  Believen  came  when  .le- 
sua  defeated  sin  and  death  on  the  cross. 
Victory  and  access  to  the  New  Heaven 
and  the  New  Earth  comes  when  we  segk 
forgiveneas  of  our  sins,  and  accept  that 
Jeaua’  death,  bur^  and  resuirection 
were  the  redeeming  work  of  God  for 
HkCreatioo. 

What  bappmu  next?  Believers,  God’s 
children,  «nll  Uve  in  God’a  presence,  in 
a  perfect  place,  baaed  on  thmr  relation¬ 
ship  with  Chri^ 

Bannister  is  a  member  of  Woodville 
Ckureh,  Woodville. 


VICTOIIV  CHURCH.  HERNANDO, 
(MicMion  awvioa. 


™‘*''**V  •'Hd  a  baby  dadication.  PtMot  David  Thomaa  lad 


«E^AI0A  church.  NESHOBA  ASSOCIATKNM.  iw^m- 
N  bald  a  oomniiaaiontng  aatvica  for  Alax  Bovvan  (ttwd  from  laft).  a 
iTHsaionary  lo  Bani  this  tianmar.  Picturod  with  Aiax  aia 
MmkIv.  Jotarv  MdJL^Bsifwan  «vith  pMior  fiiHy  JamM. 


CyOKED  CREEK  CHURCH.  SAVER  ^ 
CREEK,  hS'Jd  a  Mothaya  Day  racognition  aarvica 
on  May  13.  Picturad  from  Mt  aia  Nad  MfhiU.  dd- 
aa(  mothar,  Damian  Bakar.  youngaat  molhar.  with 
^  Abta:  Jaaaia  Maria  Slaphana.  modwr  wMi 

dia  maal  ehddran.  Oava  Cavsa.  tranaillonal  paalor. 


SEMINARY  CHURCH,  SEMINARY,  ot^ 

dainad  Cody  Fairchild  (cantar)  to  tha  6o^  mirv 
iatry  on  Juna  10.  <>icturad  wilh  Fairchild  ata  Tim 
Hubbard  (Mt)i  aanior  paalor.  and  Colby  Lambart. 
aaaociala  paalor  for  atudanta  and  diaciplaahip 


rs 


r 


fSr. 


■STHEL  CHURCH.  BOOUE  CHITTO,  hold  a  baby  dadication 
Shown  ara  Jill,  Chris,  and  Jana  Fatvay;  Matthew.  Nicota.  Abigail 
and  John  Gazaway.  and  Jamia.  Bath,  and  Baefcatt  WWaca. 


•*.  CHURCH.  CORINTH,  and  had  tha  honor  of 

A  picturavrasaubrnittod  to  Tha  Baptist  Record. 

Dk^^  ■*  Mountain  Co«ega;  Chna  Burrows.  BSU 

aor  of  Bdiiical  Studios  at  CaWomia  Baptist  Urwvarsity.  Rar^  Poatici;_  pastor. 


CARROU.TON  CHURCH,  CAR- 
••®*AT0N.  was  rapraaawsd  at  Bibia 
Dr*  atata  compabiion  by  (bom  laft) 
Kata-Taylor  IMRoa  Laighlon  Mdm- 
maa  and  Hagan  WHaon.  Kata-Taylor 
WHson  raoaivad  racognition  for  nina 
VMrs  of  participatioa  AUarman  for 
first  year  partidpation.  and  Hagan 
WHson  for  sawsn  years  participation. 

* 


NEW  ZION  CHURCH, 
■RAXTON,  raoantly 
honored  Jannifar  Shows 
(Ml)  with  a  Damar  Down 
Undar  oalabration  to  mar* 
har  upcoming  aummar 
missionary  aarvica  to 
Austrata.  Brady 'Outback 
Jack*  Shortsr  (ri()ht)  was 
maatar  of  caramoniss. 

Mark  ard  Darla  Eubank. 
Brandor  Church.  Brandon. 

are  ahmyn  with  Carls  Shal- 

ton  W^tt  aftsr  speaking 
of  thak  yon.  dw  Ms  Bailsy 
Eubank'n.  atauds  during 
tha  dedication  of  NEW 

kthei.  church. 
CARROU.  COUNTT'S, 
now  activitias  building  Bar- 
lay  Eubank  w*  bo  mamori- 
akrad  with  a  plaqua  in  the 
new  facility  Wyatt  a  VBS 
diractor  for  NawMMC  *1* 


HBRwa 


